
A Question of 
Craftsmanship 

@KevlinHenney 
kevlin@curbralan.com 







There is an art, craft, and science to 

programming that extends far beyond 

the program. The act of programming 

marries the discrete world of computers 

with the fluid world of human affairs. 

Programmers mediate between the 

negotiated and uncertain truths of 

business and the crisp, uncompromising 

domain of bits and bytes and higher 

constructed types. 















RUD, noun 
 Rapid Unscheduled Disassembly 

 Rocket science and amateur rocketry jargon that's acronymous, 

euphemistic and explosively self-explanatory 

WordFriday 







If you want to learn how to build a 

house, build a house. Don't ask 

anybody, just build a house. 

Christopher Walken 





Programming is difficult 

business. It should never 

be undertaken in ignorance. 

Douglas Crockford 
JavaScript: The Good Parts 
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People in high tech take pride in their work. 

They are individuals who see the details of 

the things they produce in the light of the 

trials and triumphs they experience while 

creating products. In the courage of 

creation, they find a place to hang their 

individuality. Programmers and techno types 

appreciate elegant, spare code and the 

occasional well-turned architectural hack. 

Rick Levine, Christopher Locke, Doc Searles and David Weinberger 

The Cluetrain Manifesto 



http://www.wordle.net/show/wrdl/1188918/SCTAGS2009 




